University of South Florida

Scholar Commons
Crow's Nest

University History: Campus Publications

12-4-2002

Crow's Nest : 2002 : 12 : 04
University of South Florida St. Petersburg.

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarcommons.usf.edu/crows_nest

Recommended Citation
University of South Florida St. Petersburg., "Crow's Nest : 2002 : 12 : 04" (2002). Crow's Nest. 328.
https://scholarcommons.usf.edu/crows_nest/328

This News Article is brought to you for free and open access by the University History: Campus Publications at
Scholar Commons. It has been accepted for inclusion in Crow's Nest by an authorized administrator of Scholar
Commons. For more information, please contact scholarcommons@usf.edu.

Congratulations
· Graduates

Vol. 33, No. 6

University of South Florida St. Petersburg

December 4, 2002

Vying for a piece of POD
• Ten academic programs make a
pitch for up to $soo,ooo as Programs
of Distinction.
By Lisa Rosenthal
Staff Writer
Let's play "Who Wants to Be a Millionaire," academic version. How would USF St. Petersburg faculty and staff spend
the grand prize?'Dr. Ray Arsenault knows what he would dohe'd start with three professors of Florida Studies. Dr. Mike
Killenberg thinks professors are a grand idea, but they should
teach visual communications and science journalism. Dr.
Steve Lang says hiring is fine, but not without new software
·
and computers.
To make a good program one of international caliber, all
it takes is money-half a million, to be exact. Ten depart-

mental groups at USF St. Petersburg are vying to get a share
of that to become Programs of Distinction, otherwise known
as PODs.
Interim vice president Ralph Wilcox initiated the program when he took office in September. "We can't be all
things to all people," Wilcox said. "We have limited resources,
so instead of saying we'll have one of these, two of those, let's
identify our strengths and establish a distinctive identity in
the areas we're already good at."
· The campus received $7.1 million from the state for academic enhancement, $soo,ooo of which Wilcox has allocated
to PODs. By the end of the semester, he will choose from one
to three programs to each get a portion to develop a new or
enhanced program. The purpose is to give USF St. Petersburg
a unique academic and scholarly identity.
The campus has been fighting-to establish its individuality
See Programs on Page 3
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"8 Mile" high
Eminem goes beyond
music in his film
debut.
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Taking a sta·nd
tr.l
A rally to stop domestic violence attracted
130 participants at USF
St. Petersburg.
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Photo by Rachel Alexander

Daniel Bohl of St. Petersburg, 4, has a good laugh at himself as artist Lars Robinson reveals his caricature
sketch of Daniel during Fall Fest 2002. ' The Harborside Activities Board sponsored the event for faculty, staff
and student families in the CAC building.

Campus CEO offers · cong.r atulatiO.n s
Congratulations on your graduation
from the ,University of South Florida St.
Petersburg-a member institution of
this nation's small and most select
group of Doctoral/Research-Extensive

vic.e -president
and campus
executive offi-

you to:'pause and reflect oJ:]Ahose who
have helped you reacl1 ~is,!l~po~nt
milestone-your family and friends, faculty, fellow students and others.
You now join the proud ranks of
USF Alumni. I would like to ta,ke this
opportunity to personally inv1te you to
join the USF Alumni Association, a terrific way to further develop ·a .network
and make contacts which will be so
essential to your continued academic
and professional growth.
Furthermore, joining the association is a meaningful way to support your
alma mater and is the very best way to

stay in,,touch with USF St. Feter$burg.
Weeate very much about.ybu''and youi
future accomplishlnents:"sottr active
participation in the Pinellas County
Alumni Chapter will, I know, support
yoU! professional career advancement.
In a way, our alumni are USF St.
Petersburg's best advertisements.
Ind:e~d,. your success is a measJ1Ie of the
quality of our institution, an<i\s6:'r hope
you will share your experiences and
achievements with us in the future.
Moreover, please remember that
learning is a lifelong endeavor, and I
hope that we will see you again on cam-

Bulls end regular
season in style
USF trounces Bowling
Green and Houston to
end the 2002 regular
season. Is a bowl bid
coming?
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pus fox, classes or alumni
.activi:ties':tt!i.'_
'
there. will1always be a placE!; for you at
USF St.' Petersburg, whether''in graduate school or at homecoming.
I trust that we have prepared you
well for future success in an ever more
competitive marketplace and changing
society. I wish you the best ofluck in all
your 1.U:i:ure endeavors.
ll . .

:; . ,·

·'.

Sincerely,
Ralph C. Wilcox, Ph.D.
Interim Vice President and Campus
Executive Officer

OtJinions
City should keep airport open,
but changes are necessary
_.,/

By Matt Nelson
Guest Editorial

Some people around campus would
have you believe Albert Whitted Airport
should be put to good use by being
rezoned for parks and USF expansion.
But the airport has valuable use for the
current owners and the city. The airport
is an important part of St. Petersburg
and ·brings money in the city coffers.
Although it's true that the wealthy five
percent ·o f St. Petersburg own the
planes, it's equally true that many businesses rely on the airport to stay afloat,
and those businesses may be one bad
month away from closing. Should college students or dog walkers take precedence over a business and a family relying on that business for their income?
•
Probably not.
USF does have land it can grow on.
When the money is available, USF will
build more. The airport isn't the only
issue. The real problem may be USF
Tampa. In a recent interview Mayor
Rick Baker said that he believed USF
Tampa has yet to show support for USF
St. Petersburg about expansion. "I see
how big USF Tampa has become, and I
will believe Tampa is supporting St. Pete
when I actually see it," Baker said. "USF
does have adjacent land to build upon

CROW'S NEST
The student-sponsored
newspaper of USF St.
Petersburg. Published
every other Wednesday
during the semester.

if they continue to show ignorance and
and to purchase at a low cost."
... But Baker stressed the campus has selfishness. Remember, it's city land.
EDITOR
yet to make an effort to try to purchase The council will soon begin studying
Joe Wisinski
land before it becomes too expensive in Baker's plan to eliminate a runway. The
the future. He said USF officials com- idea of removirig the airport was unsuitplaining about legislative budget cuts able, but this new idea will work. It has ·
PRODUCTION
are giving poor excuses. He would like something for everyone.
to see expansion south of the campus
The city has two big battles ahead,
Rachel Alexander
where land is less expensive and height however. One, with the Federal Aviation
Lee Kasprzyk
restrictions do not exist.
Administration and two, with its own
The city made the right decision to citizens. St. Petersburg citizens will
allow the land to stay zoned for the air- eventually decide the fate of the mayor's
CONTRIBUTING
port. However, it imposes height restric- plan and ultimately USF's height restricWRITERS
tions on USF buildings, which is unfor- tions. A citywide referendum needs to
tunate because this campus enrollment pass if the city 'Xants to sell some of the
Andrew McEwen
is growing rapidly. There is good news airport land to private contractors. In
Matt Nelson
though-Mayor Baker has a plan to fix Baker's plan, St. Petersburg needs to sell
Lisa
Rosenthal
it. His.plan calls for elimination of a run- the land to help pay for the cleanup and
Jeremy
Soulliere
way, which he said would erase the renovation. That is easier said than
Alicia Wilty
height restrictions for the campus. This done. What may happen is citizens will
plan is plausible, but the airport officials not pass the referendum, but the new
refuse to compromise. They do not plan will be implemented by increasing
believe there should be any changes to taxes instead of selling some of the land.
ADVISORS
the airport.
·
This is unfortunate, but what do you
Janeen Ursitti
The airport is falling apart. The sea- expect from a city with a $soo million
George M. Killen berg ·
wall is collapsing. The city wan.ts to help budget? Money these days, as USF
renovate the airport, but at the same knows, is limited. Supposedly, of course.
time have a small park facing north.
The next edition of the Grow's Nest
OFFICE:
There needs to be a compromise. "The will explore the mayor's plan and the
Campus
Activities Center
city council voted to keep the airport, possibility of eliminating height restricContact us at
but not to keep it in its current form," tions for USF St. Petersburg. The future
(727} 553-3113
Baker said.
is bright fot the campus, and perhaps
crowsnesteditor@yahoo.com
Airport lobbyists will eventually fail tall.

All.,;,i.-n.t.~.,rnt;~~i.o:n~.,~(.~.t~i ~ .en.t.~$.. . _j~: ro ·p· res,sion:" ·ot:·U'S-F
·• Lawn sprinklers and women in p·a nts are among
the amazing sites a Nigerian student sees in the
United States.
By Moshood Fayemiwo
Special to the Crow's Nest

~

nest for intellectual scholarship took me more than lO,.ooo miles over
the vast seas. It was mind-numbing actually, as I arrived on campus,
awking at the tall "skyscrapers," the manicured lawns, the organized
parking syste~ and the gentle breeze off of Bayboro Bay.
The ambience was striking.
A plethora of culture shocks awaited me; female students smoking, some wearing pants and see-through tops,
which is not accepted where I came from. Students greeted
faculty members without addressing them as "sir," and
with an old-fashioned background, I was shockea they
replied. That's just not in our character l:iack in Nigeria.
Oblivious of the stir it would cause when my African
buddy slapped me in the butt at the accounts office, I yelled
for everyone to hear we were no "mccoys." I nearly forgot
such an open display of camaraderie is permissible where
we came from, but this is America.
USF St Petersburg has an irresistible allure .as an academe that appeared comfortable and quiet. Everything is
orderly here. It's like a serene atmosphere beckoning the soul to come and thrive.
The architectural masterpiece known as Nelson Poynter Institute grabbed my
attention. Is thi~ a dacha, hacienda or some tourist delight?
Everyone walked confidently-the teachers, students and workers, even the
grass seemed to smile at you as it was being watered. Really, there was a part of me
that thought the opulence stretched too far. I mean, grass drinking water when the
precious stuff is unaffordable to many people abroad?
My attraction to this place can be summed up in two sentences from the jour-
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nalism graduate studies Web site: "... we are concerned ~th the practice of journalism, we help students learn and practice the skills needed to succeed in traditional journalism. In this, we differ from other departments and schools of journalism. ... Fortunately, USF allows our program to remain small and select.
Journalism students, faculty and staff interact outside of class every bit as much as
they do in class."
Two semesters here have confirmed this. The diversity of the Journalism
Studies Program here is its strength, rubbing minds with colleagues from different
backgrounds and cultural experiences combined to strengthen the intellectual fabric of the department. The faculty here are a rare breed; understanding, goodnatured and genuinely interested. Not only do they teach what they are paid to
teach, they go the extra mile, with keen interest in minute details to ensure your
success. This is a family. No student is on a passage here, no, you are urged to leave
1 ,·
a footprint.
It has not all been smooth sailing since I came here. lt'is incredibly hard to fathom how ignorant the average American is about other people, their culture and
land-Africa, .my Africa, "the cradle of man" to be precise. Take for instance when
a student asked me, "How are things generally in your cotm!ry of Africa?"
Or a chap I ran into on campus who, on hearing I am from Africa, asked, "Is it
true some Africans live in trees?" How can one answer a question like that? ''Yes,"
I replied, quickly adding, "including the 52 U.S. ambassadors and their diplomatic
staff posted.to Mrica."
He walked away.
Then there's a campus friend who was curious to know h.ow we coped with
lions, zebras, orangutans, rhinos and elephants. "Well, I saw them for the first time
when I visited Busch Gardens," I said. Disbelief was written across her face.
Perhaps, in addition to my academic pursuits, I am also here to debunk these gobbledygook: ideas about Africa and cure s;uch misconceptions about my beautiful
continent. ·
Overall,' I am adjusting. The lectures are stimulating and practical, unlike the
didactic British style which I first learned. There are plenty of resources to work
with and class atmosphere is forthcoming.
This is real education.
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SG president
~utlines goals
for ·next
semester
• Cassie Hawkins hopes to make
student government a more visible
part of campus life.
Student government president Cassie Hawkins hopes
to see an increase in on-campus student activities.

By Joe Wisinski
Grow's Nest Editor
or someone who never planned to get
involved in student government, Cassie
Hawkins has come a long way. Hawkins, 23,
served as USF St. Petersburg student government
president this semester and recently won reelection for
next semester unopposed. Hawkins outlined some of
what she hopes to accomplish on campus during her
next term.
"One of our goals is to let students know that student government is there for them," she said. Hawkins
also plans to increase students' influence in campus

F

programs continuedfrom Page

operations. "If a decision is being made, students
should get to have a say," she said.
Hawkins also is working toward attaining more
space for student activities. "This is a huge go&l," she
said. "We'd like to see a study lounge,-TV room and a
game room. Many students leave campus between
classes; we'd like to try to get students to stay here."
Among her first-term accomplishments, Hawkins
listed a barbecue held early this semester. "It doesn't
sound like a big deal, but it was," she said. "It's a big
deal for student government on this campus to hold an
event like that, where almost 500 people attended."

Hawkins also is proud of November's homecoming
events, completed with the help of an organizing committee.
Director of student affairs Nancy Coscia said
Hawkins' hard work may help her reach her goals.
"Cassie is dedicated to student government and the
role it plays on campus," Coscia said. "She has worked
very hard to ensure that tpe student voice is heard on
campus. Ca~sie also works hard to continually move
student government forward to fulfill its role on campus."
Hawkins credits Phyllis Lenahan, who at the time
was College of Arts and Sciences repre&.entative, with
urging her to get involved in student government.
"Phyllis was known for pulling people into student
government," Hawkins said. "~he pulled me in kicking
and scr:eaming."
Since then, however, Hawkins has steadily risen
through the student government ranks to the top.
Not a fan of traditional politics, Hawkins doesn't
see her current job as political. '"I'm in student government because I like to be able to say to campus administration, 'this is want students want,"' she said. "I can
stick up for the student body. I can make a difference."
Hawkins credits former student government president
Bobby Koonce with persuading her that student government was not necessarily political. '"Look what you
can do,' was the attitude he instilled in me," she said.
Although Hawkins is scheduled to graduate in May
See ·President on Page 7 •
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while offering students, whether they
since it began in 1965. At that time, it collaborate.
"This has gotten a lot of people were interested in the policy, science or
was merely an expansion of the Tampa
campus, a more accessible location for thinking about what is significant in human geography aspect, a holistic
upper-level undergrads and beginning their program," said Dr. Mike background.
"Our students get very applied,
graduate students who lived in Pinellas Killenberg, head of journalism studies,
county. Most attended part time, and "and it's also got a lot offolks together in technical jobs," she said. "We would
they couldn't get a full degree here.
partnerships. We call it synergy."
offer them a core of common classes in
This year, Tina Kerti became the
In addition to strengthening visual whiCh they'd get a background in both
first USF graduate to have taken all her communications and science ·
environmentaJ issues and in the social
context in which problems arise. After
classes in St. Petersburg. Students can in his departalso get graduate degrees in journalism ment, Killenberg
that, they would get rigorous specialized
studies, education, nursing and marine would use POD
training. They would take with them a
science solely on this campus. USF St. funds to establish
strong theoretical understanding of how
human welfare and the environment are
Petersburg may even attain separate a mobile reportlinked."
accreditation in the near future. Yet to ing lab, which
The funds would also be used for
some, the campus still feels, as they said would allow stuin the old days, like "the colonies." The dents to do more
technical support the departments now
PODs program is a way to change that. work in the field.
lack, such as a soils lab, expanded geo"We want these to be destination He would also 'r - ··
graphic information capabilities and
programs for students and facul- rent space, for the Dr. Mike Killenberg
remote sensing equipment.
ty," Wilcox said.
Neighborhood News Bureau, which
Business administration's Center
All 10 groups have submitted focuses on journalism in the communi- for Social Responsibility and Corporate
detailed proposals outlining such things ty.
Reporting POD
In the education department POD, would combine
as the need for the program, how it
might generate externally funded equipment is even more important. Dr. m·a nag em ent
research and what that department has Steve Lang, education professor, would ethics and fraud
accomplished as a "measure of excel- like to set up a distance learning program ·prevention · and
detection not only
lence" in the past three years. The final to provide on-line teacher certification.
"Florida has the country's fastest in ·
undergrad
section is a line-by-line budget request.
A faculty review committee and growing population of school age chil- courses and an
members of the administration have dren," Lang said. "But we're only pro- MBA degree; but
evaluated each proposal. The next step ducing one-third of the teachers we also with semiis open discussion meetings attended by need. We already have a system, devel- nars and workfaculty, students and administration. oped here on this campus, to certify peo- shops.
Four programs so far have presented ple with college education who aren't
"We would be interactive with the
their POD proposals. "The idea of the trained as teachers. But they aren't business community," Dr. Jerry Lander,
hearing," Wilcox said, "is to initiate fur- going to quit their present jobs until accounting professor; said, "to find out
ther exploration and to contribute to they are ready to teach. The most con- their needs and provide training in the
venient way for them is online classes." field. This is the right time to do this,
other proposals."
In each meeting, the person who
In addition, his POD could provide given the current economic and busiproposed the POD lays out why it's secondary education -graduate courses ness status with fraud."
PODs waiting to give their presentaimportant and what makes it unique. and teacher performance assessment.
The environmental science and pol- tions include one to teach ethics in eduThe presentation might be low-key or
hard sell, aided by PowerPoint or icy department and the geography cation and the community, a linked
capped by a catchy motto. Then the fl~or department have proposed a POD that course learning commuriity, a program
is opened for questions. Detractors can would merge the two. According to Dr. in design communication, teacher edualso state their case, although everyone Rebecca Johns, geography professor, cation and an eco-regional education
is generally supportive and willing to this would maximize campus resources and conservation program.
(ROW'S NEST, VOL.
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But while "focusing resources on
what we're already good at" bolsters the
strongest departments, the approach, by
necessity, leaves some out. At other universities, this kind of program has
caused strife.
Last year, Texas A&M had a similar
program called
Vision
2020.
Some students
and faculty were
resentful, feeling
"the rich got richer." They saw
departments like
business
and
engineering,
which attracted the Dr. Kristen Swain
most
students,
receiving even more funds, and smaller
departments like journalism having to
cut back on classes and teachers. In a
letter to the school paper,- a former student accused the school of "looking after
their pocket book and not at the students."
Dr. Kristen Swain, journalism studies professor, was at A&M during this
conflict, but feels the PODs program is
different. "The reward system should
build prestige yet meet basic -needs at
the same time," she said, "and that's a
tough balancing act. Dr. Wilcox's
emphasis on fostering collaboration and
dialogue among all stakeholders is a
great approach."
Killenberg doesn't see how this program can foster any resentment.
"Anyone fortunate enough to get a POD
is going to have to produce," he said.
"They'll have to make the most of this
special gift."
True, it's a gift that not everyone is
going to get. But Killenberg felt that the
process itself has been good for the university. "It's been a real incentive for all
of us to think about the future," he said,
"No matter how the PODs turn out, it's
allowed us to dream and imagine a bit."
3
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USF St. Petersburg
·establishes bachelor's
in fine arts progra.m
. A BOVE: Beginning
painting c lass members ,
from left, David Ruth,
Gerald Bacoats, Gelaina
Poth, Jessica Kleib er,
George Mc Farley
(model), Jennifer
Ferguson, Angela
Pachcinski, professor
Lucy Karl, Elizabeth
Johnson, Jose Vasquez
and P. J. Crosby-Miller.
LEFT: USF St. Peterburg
student Gerald Bacoats
paints a human figure
during a recent class.

Psycology and political science major P.J. Crosby-Miller touches up her
painting.

In a first for USF St. Petersburg, studio art classes were offered this fall.
Instructor Lucy Karl is an artist with a master's in fine arts in both painting and
drawing. Instruction takes place at the Salt Creek Artworks; 1600 4th St . ~- in St.
Petersburg, where two galleries allow students to periodically show thejr work. "The
galleries offer a wonderful opportunity to bring students down h ere," Karl said.
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H.i dden Curriculum Luncheon
Every Wednesday at Noon in FCT 11BS
All students, faculty and staff are invited to attend!

We d., De c. 4 , Noon, FCT 1185
Ethics Across the Curric ulum
This discussion will feature George

Sherm<j ~ ,jv.(ho

will

focus on Character Education as it is currently being
offered by public schqols in Pinellas County.

Sponsored by the ·USF Foundation and the Marie E. and E. Leslie Cole Endow ment.

Adv ertis e with us!
Ca ll 727-553-3113
or e-ma il
crowsnesteditor
@yahoq.com
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At the mov1es: Eminem stars in ''8 Mile''
By Andrew McEwen
Staff Writer
ip H.op superstar Eminem takes on his first starring role in "8 Mile,"
produced by Brian Grazer and directed by Curtis Hanson. Loosely autobiographical, "8 Mile" depicts one man's struggle to break racial and
social boundaries in his quest for superstardom.
This is a film

H

Nb=.----V-J E ------R. V- I E .W·. I

about persever- ~
~
ance that pushes a
:
positi~e message
·
and, m the end;'-·- - - - - · - - - ' ' - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ' ·
makes for an
entertaining, feel good drama.
The movie takes place on the streets of Detroit, where the only thing that matters is credibility.
Eminem plays Jimmy Smith Jr., AKA Bunny Rabbit, an aspiring white trash
rapper working at the local auto plant. Shacking up with his alcoholic mother (Kim
Basinger) and her inappropriately young boyfriend in a trailer park, Jimmy finds
solace only in taking care of his innocent little sister and writing rhymes.
Mekhi Phifer plays Future, Jimmy's supportive best friend and local emcee.
Brittany Murphy also co-stars as the seductive and shady Alex, Rabbit's new love
interest. Fighting stage fright and rival rap-squad "The Free World," Jimmy and his
friends try to earn respect through rap battles, held at The Shelter, an exclusive Hip
Hop club.
Awkward at times, "8 Mile's" worst problem is its abundance of cliches. There's
little in the way of character and plot development. Some scenes lead to nowhere,
and some characters just seem like filler. However there's enough action, suspense,
and rhyming wit for audiences to look past its faults. Most importantly, you can't
help but· cheer for Eminem throughout the film, all the way up to the dramatic eli-

Photo from Universal Pictures

Eminem plays Jimmy Smith, Jr. in "8 Mile ."
max. This is the "Rock}?' of Hip Hop.
But can Eminem act? Though his range of emotion is narrow, Em does offer a
natural performance throughout. But then again, he's really just playing himself.
This movie.is basically a showcase for Eminem and an extension for his music,
but underneath that there's a fun, uplifting story about making dreams come true.
Eminem fans won't be disappointed, and though not as rewarding as "Bowling for
Columbine" or "Far From Heaven," others may at least want to give "8 Mile" a try.

Urban initiative ·reaches out to at-risk students
By Lisa Rosenthal
Staff Writer
• ·~ elegant Victorian house sits on the edge of
campus, covered with ornate woodwork and
tained glass, but with half-renovated rooms
within. The Williams House is waiting to start over,
like the Urban Initiative program which one day may
have its offices there.
.
Urban Initiative was the plan ·of Dr. Bill Heller,
professor of education, when he was dean of USF St.
Petersburg. It combined the talents of university faculty with those of community leaders to try to make St.
Petersburg a better place for all its residents, especially those from the most disadvantaged neighborhoods.
"After the civil disturbance in 1996," Heller said, "I
wondered if we might have had a role in preventing it
if we had been a more proactive campus. We have a
responsibility to be part of the urban neighborhood
we're in."
His response included a school for at-risk eighth
graders, a colleg~ entrance test prep program, a construction training program for dropouts, on-campus
forums for community groups and saving the historic
Williams House. While Urban Initiative is on hiatus
until it can get more funds, some of the programs it
started are still in operation.
The Oasis Academic Program was one of the first
Urban Initiative projects. On the north side of campus,
it's a school for eighth graders who have a lot of ability
but are at risk of dropping out. In a class limited to 16
students, they improve their academic skills with a
hands-on approach that uses environmental studies in
an interdisciplinary approach. They also work with a
counselor, and there is mandatory parent involvement.
Improving self-confidence and ·Self-image are just .
as important as academic skills. "We help them get rid
of 'stinkin' thinkin' about themselves and the world,"
said Debbie McFarlane, the program's director. "A lot
of them have had really hard lives. More than hard. We
say yes, life can be difficult, but you are the director of
your life. We teach, 'If it's going to be, it's up to me.'"
The program is based on the Outward Bound
model in which students learn self-reliance and trust.
(ROW'S NEST, ·VOL.
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''T

hey come back seeing tl:temselves as
capable to face any
challenge. They can go
under, over or around to get
what they want in life. ' '
-Oasis Director Debbie McFarlane

In November, they took a five-day wilderness trip
down Florida's Withlacoochee River. In addition to
serving as an outdoor lab for their environmental studies, the trip can have an emotional and even spiritual
effect.
"It's based on marine biology," said Sierra, 13, an
Oasis student, who's decided she wants to study that in
college. "Science and math are my favorite subjects.
We get to look at fish and animals. And being on the
river is peaceful. It gives you time to think."
"It frees your mind," agreed Shannon, 13. He
wants to be an endocrinologist, to help other people
who have diabetes.
Both kids were wearing easis T-shirts which said,
"Life is a river. Adjust your attitude and paddle."
"They come back seeing themselves as capable to
face any challenge," said McFarlane. "They can go
under, over or around to get what they want in life."
During the summer, · Oasis offers a similar weeklong program for 11 to 15 year-olds, who canoe, snorkel
and rappel while camping. It's the first time some have
been out of their neighborhood.
"Many of the kids are here in the morning before
the school doors open," Heller said. "They love the
learning environment and the prestige of being part of
the university."
Sierra just made the dean's list, and Shannon was
on the honor roll. "I used to make Ds," he said. "When
I saw my report caTd with all As and Bs, I said, 'Did I
do that?"'
"Everyone is on a different level," Sierra said. ''but
UNIVERSilY OF SOUDI FLORIDA ST. PEI'ERSBURG

we're like one big family." Sierra started to describe a
project she's doing about parks. Shannon broke in with
a story about a poetry competition he'd won, then
stopped. "Sorry for interrupting," he said to Sierra.
Later, she wanted to make sure this story included
the fact that Shannon had "strength no one has to
overcome his diabetes."
The work they've done on their interpersonal skills
shows. Program specialist Lisa Tolchin leads them
through exercises, like zipzap-zoom and the comfort
zone game, to teach communication, problem-solving and
identifying feelings. "We try to
give them positive thinking
they can take with them," she
said.
Those who graduate from
Oasis and finish high school
Bill Heller
(93 percent do) are eligible for
a tuition-free scholarship to
USF.
Oasis was a Pinellas County Juvenile Welfare
Board program that was going to be dropped for lack of
funds until Urban Initiative stepped in. It's now a.p artnership between the two groups and the Pinellas
County school system.
The Promoting College-Bound Success is another
program Urban Initiative started to help kids in the
community. Dr. Alexis Zubrod, the program's coordi-nator, and Elder Clarence Welch, pastor of Prayer
Tower Church, work together to prepare students for
·the SAT and ACT, two important college entrance
tests.
Saturday mornings, about 40 high school kids
from throughout the county meet at Prayer Tower's
education center on 37th Street South for study sessions with tutors. They can also get individual help
during the week. The goal is to improve their chances
of getting into better schools and obtaining scholarships. Because of a need for minority teachers, the program also encourages them to consider degrees in education.
See Urban on Page 7
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Staff Writer
Imagine living every day in fear for your life.
Now imagine that fear being caused by the person you
love and trust more than anyone else- your spouse.
For several domestic violence survivors who spoke at the
Take Back the Night rally, that fear became reality. Take Back
the Night, held Nov. 15 at Harborside, was a night for women
to stand united against domestic violence and sexual abuse.
The event, attended by about 130 women and men of various ages and backgrounds, brought people together for a single purpose: to stop violence against women.
The message was loud and clear as their voices chanted:
"No more suffering, ·no more silence, women united will stop
the violence!"
Organized by the Campus Women's Collective, Take Back
the Night was the idea of USF sophomore Jessica Grimshaw.
Grimshaw said she'd been to the event at the Tampa campus and decided the event needed to happen at the St.
Petersburg campus as a means to unify the student body.
"There is a lack of student involvement on this campus," she
said. "With events like this happening, I hope the campus
feels a little less like a commuter campus."
·
Fellow CWC member Merri Fink agrees.'Fink, also a USF
sophomore, said she feels that Take Back the Night, an annual event at campuses nationwide, is a great way to bring people together while teaching them something they might not
know about.
"We hope that the event will not only bring to light
women's issues, but will give people a sense of empowerment
as well," Fink said. "In essence, we are a generation without
anything to stand up for. Hopefully, some people wili find
something to stand up for tonight."
Take Back the Night featured guest speakers, local bands
and free food. The event remained strong in number in spite
of relocation from Harborside to the Campus Activities Center
when it began to rain.
·
In fact, the move created the most memorable scene of the
night. A candlelight vigil, complete with chants and high spirits, set the tone for the rest of the evening.
"The fact that everyone stayed despite the rain was a real
testament to the purpose of this event," Fink said.
Information tables were set up by various crisis centers,
including the Haven, the Center Against Spouse Abuse

sexua-l
assault ·
By officer John Spicuglia
USF St. Petersburg Police

(CASA) and the Safe Center.
Donations were collected for CASA, a program that provides advocacy and awareness about domestic violence. In
addition, CASA operates a shelter for victims of domestic violence.
Audrey Wood, a volunteer for CASA and a domestic violence survivor, said
that the event
makes an important
statement.
"Take Back the
Night shows that
there is strength in
numbers," she said.
"Women and men
that are here tonight are doing something to 1:p.ake a difference."
Grimshaw and Fink said they hope to make Take Back the
Night an annual event on campus and anticipate that turnout
will double next year.

According to the Florida Council
on Sexual Violence, the presence of
predator drugs is creating a growing
concern on campuses across the country. These drugs are sometimes used to
involuntarily sedate someone making
them unable to resist sexual assault.
Victims are usually unable to recall
the details of the assault. Three drugs
'are peing used in these involuntary
sexual battery cases: Rohypnol
(Roofies), Gamma Hydroxy Butyrate
(GHB), -and Ketamine Hydrochloride
(Spedal K).
The following precautions wiil
greatly reduce your risk of being
assaulted.
• Never leave a drink unattended
• Never accept a drink from a
str~ger

• Never accept a drink from someone you do not trust
• Attend parties with a group of
friends who arrive together, watch out
for each other and leave together
• Always be aware of your surroundings
• Do not let yourself become isolated with anyone you do not know and
trust
• Always trust your instincts
- USF police officer Officer John
A. Spicuglia can be reached at 727553-1140.

THE RUTH AND FRANK COLEMAN

AWARD
FOR EXCELLENCE
1N SHORT FICTION
The USF Tampa Library is sponsoring the Ruth and Frank toleman Award
for Excellence in Short Fiction Writing. The. winner will receive a $350 award,
with the first runner-up receiving a $150 award. The winning story may be printed in library publications, including their Web site and newsletter.
The judges are Dr. Carolyn Ellis, professor in the USF Communication
· Department, and Dr. Richard Wilber, a faculty member of the USF School of Mass
Communications. Both judges have extensive honorable backgrounds in writing
and published works.
Submit your entry to The Ruth and Frank Coleman Award, USF Tampa
Library/Advancement Office, 4202 E. Fowler Avenue LIB 122, Tampa, FL 336205400. Deadline is January 31, 2003. For more information, contact the
Advancement Office at (813) 974-1589.
Contest guidelines:
The contest is open to registered USF students, either published or unpub·
lished authors
• Only subrp.issions not previously published will be considered
• Type entries double-spaced on one side of 8 x 11 ·paper
e Submit an original and three copies; stories submitted will not be returned
• Put a title and page number on ~ach page of the manuscript
• DO NOT include your name; stories are considered anonymously
• Attach a cover sheet with your name, address, phone number, social security number, campus, major and title of work.
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Almost 300 youth have been
helped, raising their SAT scores by an
average of uo to 120 points.
"ETS (the company that administers the test) says its a miracle," Heller
said.
Apparently too much of a miracle
for them to believe. One boy raised his
SAT score by 200 points, prompting the
dubious ETS to fly their own evaluator
down to give the student a second, individual test. Adding to the boy's anxiety,
the tester showed up a day early.
However, he scored the same 200
points higher the second time around.
"Young people need to know that, if
given the right support, they can do better," Zubrod said. "This program is
much larger than just the SAT. It's about
mentoring and developing relationships. It's about building up hope."
Sometimes a program can work and
still fail. The construction training program taught high school dropouts a
valuable trade, such as plumbing, electrical work or installing drywall. It was
successful, with some students still
employed on their first jobs. However,
the kids needed stipends to spend 10
weeks in the program, since most were
too poor to go that long without an
income. Urban Initiative· couldn't get
the funding to make that happen, so the
program had to shut down.
"It wasn't costly long term, since
these kids would become productive,
tax-paying citizens, but it was in the

StudentGover.DJnent
Parliamentarian
Position Requirements:

e

Submit a letter of intent
listing your qualifications

• ·Atj:e;nd~,all regular SG
m~~tifig§?~9. executive

board m~etings

e

Provide advice as needed to the executive board
regarding the interpretation of the SG Constitution
and By-laws ,

e

Prp-\ade guidance as
neeqed,9.udng meetings as
to 'thtr cm;Fect procedure of
Robert~s Rules of Order
'l

,., ,

If\

•

·11

.,

. ,

• ,

,

Student Government
Treasurer
Position requirements:

President
. . .
contmued from Page 3
short term," Heller said. "It was human
efficient, but not cost efficient."
Lack of funding has been a recurrent problem for Urban Initiative, which
is why it's now in limbo. In the past, the
funds came almost entirely from external sources, but Heller hopes that will
change. He'd like to see the university
· fund a full-time director and core staff.
With start-up money of a few hundred
thousand, he thinks they could get
grants to leverage it into many million.
And he has lots of ideas about what the
money could do.
An urban studies program at USF
could involve students in the community by having them work within it. The
Williams House, which Heller had
moved from downtown when it was
scheduled for demolition, might have its
bottom floor fixed up to hold meetings
and receptions for neighborhood
groups. ·A new Urban Initiative could
help in the revitalization of 22nd Street,
the old center of the black community.
Student housing built within the community would get students engaged in
the neighborhoods and increase nearby
business. Heller has the ideas. All it
takes is the funds.
'Tm still hopeful," he said. "There's
no question it's the right thing for a university in an urban environment like
this one to be involved with. The ·c ampus needs to bridge to the community,
from the past to the present to the
future."

.
~Iota

e

Submit so signatures
from the student body on
an SGJ~~J19idate packet.

~·

~~:l\;

ItaliaN Deli

• Sttbfu)t.a.:1etter of intent
listing your qualifications

. 100 first Avenue South • Suite 110 • St. Petersburg, florida 33701
Phone: 727.892.9400 • Fax: 727.892.9461
Now lkicated in Bay View Towet

e

Work five office hours
per week and attend all SG
meetings and executive
board meetings

&rranaa kat 2nd Av.en11~ South and 1st StiNt
Open Monday - Friday
7:30AM until 5:30 PM

e

Chair the Budget
Committee

Eat In or Carry_Out
CATERING AVAILABLE

We have a varied m1enu offerm
ng breakfast lunch
and dinner selections. Gioia Deli is a famHy-owned
and operated business ijlat has served the
St. Petersburg area since 1988.

• .Be resporisil)le for overseeing SG budget and
expenditures
. '

lerry Boucher, Chef/Owner
Graduate Of The Culinary Institute Of Americ:a, 1.917

e

Be responsible for drafting the A&S Budget with
the Budget Committee

Debit cards, ll.merlcif.l Express, ll-1asterCare, Visa and

10°/o·

The SG Treasurer receives
a stipend equivalent to . .
$44q.po'per semester

discount

~

cards ao:epl:ec.

Gioia

It aliaN Deli

'
U8F
'

For~,t;nore i;nformation, contact Cassie Hawkins at 553-1147

with valid USF student or faculty id

oplr.es !Del::ember lU, 2D!IC2
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2003, she may postpone her graduation
·for a year to study in France, which
would include working as an intern for
the Council of Europe, the continent's
41-nation intergovernmental organization.
A political science major with a
minor in leadership, Hawkins said, "If it
were my choice, I'd be taking classes
forever. I love school."
Hawkins plans to attend law school
at Georgetown, but is also applying to
George Washington Unive'tsity, the
University of Florida and the University
of Virginia.
For now though, she's enjoying her
current studies, including Dr. Steve
Ritch's Ethics and Power in Leadership
class.
"Cassie proved herself to be an
exceptional student," Ritch said. "She
quickly grasped the theory and, more
importantly, the application. It has been
a pleasure to see her apply principles of
ethical leadership during her service as
student government president."
People who work with Hawkins
agree with Ritch. "Cassie is someone
who always looks for the most ethical
approach to solving a problem," said
Susan Sietsma, student government
vice president. "We could be on the
opposite ends of the spectrum on policies and decisions related to campus,
but she always shows respect to a difference of opinion."
Born on Eglin Air Force base in the
Florida panhandle, Hawkins moved to
St. Petersburg when her dad served in
Turkey.
"I enjoy student government. It
allows me to try to right a situation that
needs to be changed," Hawkins said.
"It's personally rewarding to be student
government president and I'm learning
a lot."

Student ·
government leaders
These are your student government representatives for spring semester, 2003:
Cassie Hawkins, president
Sue Sietsma, vice president
Kim Ch~ndler, secretary
,~t:easuljer-open
'
'l\~~.are24 spots for studentgov~r~e-~t '!representatives; only three

are. filled.

··

Anyone wishing to become a student government representative,
· which pays a $75 stipend, may pick up
a candidate packet in CAC 127.
Other openings:
Director- of Public Relations
and Events for SG
·
Coordfuates all marketing and
pubic relations for SG.
Coordinates events, such as barbecampus showcase, meet and
~ppgrt\lnity for any9ne look•
ij,)gi'fo~Ij.~lt~ng or ~event coordina-

tion·e:;q>e:rience.
For more information, contact
cassie Hawkins at 553•ll47
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USF SPORTS
Bulls romp over Falcons, Cougar:s
By Jeremy Soulliere

any team deserves a bowl appearance, isn't it the
explosive 6-year-old Bulls?
When the Bulls beat Bowling Green, the Falcons .
he home team crow? emphatically chanted were then the No. 25 team in the country, and the Bulls
USF cheers throughout the last home game proceeded to soundly dismantle their "high powered"
of the year. The defense responded Nov. 16 offense, allowing ·only 92 yards rushing, 134 yards
by manhandling the then No.3 scoring offense in the passing, and seven total points.
country, the Bowling Green Falcons.
And why aren't the Bulls headed toward a bowl
The Bulls followed up their 19th consecutive win at game?
home with an impressive 32-14 win over Houston,
According to head coach Jim Leavitt, "probably an
leaving them with a 9-2 record. USF quarterback act of Congress" might get them there. Or maybe, he
Marquel Blackwell finished his recor.d breaking career said, if the president announced, "Listen, I see an
at USF with two touchdown passes, three touchdown unfairness going on in this country, and I .think the
runs, and a punt that made it inside the 10 yard line. If USF Bulls should go to the American Bowl," might
help as well.
Leavitt insisted the growing football nation that is
the USF Bulls and their ever-growing loyal fans
deserve a bowl appearance for the season they just
accomplished.
"Really, what do we have to do," Leavitt said. "It's
crazy. I told our guys, for us not to get invited to a bowl
would be a joke. It should be a no brainer."
A bowl appearance would mean a lot to the team's
seniors.
"Our play speaks for itself," said Blackwell, who
quarterbacked his final game, "call all the coaches of
the teams we've played, ask them if we deserve it."

Staff Writer

T

Sophomore running back Clen.ton Crossley and
freshman guard Nathan Seay celebrate with fans
followi'ng the Bulls' final home v ictory of 2002. ·

TOUGH ROAD AHEAD

.

Photo by Jeremy Soulliere

Senior QB Marquel Blackwell, left, and junior
Julian Johnson leave the field following USF's
victory over Bowling Green. Blackwell will take
the field at least once more as a collegian in the
Rotary Gridiron Classic in Orlando.

In addition to playing an eight-game Conference
USA slate in 2003, USF has signed deals to compete
against perennial top 25 football programs next season.
The Bulls visit "Happy Valley" to play Joe
Paterno's Penn State Nittany Lions in Sept. 2003 and
have the Alabama Crimson Tide scheduled in 2003
and 2006.
USF also signed a two-game deal to play Florida in
2008 and 2009.
The Bulls fell to Oklahoma and Arkansas this season, but upset Pittsburgh on the road in 2001.
EVER HEARD OF HIM?
- Coming into the 2002 season, Blackwell was rated
as the 15th best player in America regardless of class,
according to EPSN.com's Mel Kiper.
Kiper called Blackwell, "the best quarterback most
haven't heard of (yet)."

u·sF Bulls Football Final Results

While Blackwell has lived up to the distinction,
one of the four quarterbacks ahead of Blackwell,
Florida's Rex Grossman, has struggled through much
of the 2002 season.
BULLS IN ORLANDO, HAWAII

Eight Bulls will play in the Rotary Gridiron Classic.
The all-star game held annually in Orlando's Citrus
Bowl pits a team of graduating college players who
attended Flprida high schools and state university
players against an all-star team of players from the rest
of country.
USF QB Marquel Blackwell, DE Chris Daley, LB
Kawika Mitchell, WR/KR DeAndrew Rubin, WR Hugh
Smith, CB Maurice Tucker and defensive tackles Greg
Walls and Tavares Jurineack were chosen.
Mitchell, born in Hawaii, will also become the first
USF player to participate in the Hula Bowl, held Feb. 1.
-Crow's Nest staff

Find more information at
www.gousfbulls.com.

(home games in bold)

August 29
September 7
September 9
September 28'
October 5
October 12
October 19
November 2
November 9
Novembe·r 16
November 23

Florida Atlantic ...
Northern Illinois
at Arkansas
at Oklahoma
at North Texas
Southern Mississippi
at East Carolina
Charleston Southern
Memphis (homecoming)
Bowling Green
at Houston

w,

51-10
W, 37-6
L, 42-3
L, 31-14
W, 24-17
W, 16-13
W, 46-30
W, 56-6
W, 31-28
W, 29-7
W, 32-14
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USF ranks 32nd in the AP Poll,
receiving 21 votes.
ESPN's mid-major Top 10 puts
the Bl.ills in.the fourth sp'o t,
behind bowl bound teams
Boise State, Colorado State
and Hawaii..
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